                                                    Children's  Ministry Committee Minutes

                                                                   May 20, 2009

Our Vision: We will prepare our children to go out into the world as Christians.

Attendees:  Cathy Black , elder;Rachel Boeckenhauer;Darren King; Erin Parraz;Wendy Noriega;Linda Smith- Gregory.,Sunday School Superintendent.

 The meeting  was opened with prayer ; a devotional titled Kindness,The seven Greatest Gifts  a scripture reading from Mark 12:30-31 . We welcomed  our new member Darren King. Sandy Dwyer and Kimberly Merritt will be joining us in upcoming meetings. An  invitation has been extended to Maureen Bigereus.

Birth to Three Ministry

  Mommy and Me Group has met for three Saturday mornings  with a lot of great discussion .Wendy Noriega and a team of moms will be organizing fellowship; educational and play activities ( Kinder Music) for this very energetic group. The  next meeting  Saturday June 6, 2009 will be the start of our  Tiny Tadpole VBS. This VBS program ,on  Saturday mornings in June, is for infant to three year olds  with a parent or grand parent. There has been a lot of interest and excitement about this new ministry.

Vacation Bible School ( VBS)

VBS on line registration for participants and volunteers is well underway. Two volunteer training sessions have been completed with the final session on May 31, 2009. The mission projects this year will be for ICM; Heifer Project and The Presbyterian Children's Home. Components of both Sunday Services June 14, 2009 will highlight VBS activities. We are planning a reception in the Fellowship Hall following the 11:00 am service. Youth will be performing nightly cleanup in exchange for a donation to their summer mission activities. This is definitely an  true intergenerational activity from  our Birth to Three Tiny Tadpoles to adults. 

Sunday School/GIGL; 

This summer will be  the “ Summer of the Family” with the Group Curriculum “ In the Dog House” and Arctic Antics”. We have tentatively scheduled an Summer Pool Party for August 01, 2009. Our Spring season will conclude with a Pentecost Celebration May 31st and a Shepherd/ Childcare  Appreciation Brunch June 7th.

Childcare

Linda  and the Personnel Committee are working diligently to fill the vacant childcare position. They are in the process of extending an offer  to our candidate and performing a  background check  . We hope to have the position filled by early June.    

Playground Needs

Junior Youth  are looking for local service projects. The current playground equipment needs to be cleaned and sanded. A suggestion was made for a picnic table and bench. These could be assembled from kits.

Saturday Night Family Fellowship

The second Saturday  evening of each month this summer Children's Ministry will be hosting a fellowship, food and fun event in Bouton Hall. A potluck meal starting at 5:30 PM will be followed by fun activities for children while adults enjoy fellowship and games. Dates this summer are June 13, July 11 and August 8 will be in conjunction with the Fellowship Team's  Ice cream Social. What a great way to get to know other parents and make lasting friendships.

Children and Youth Safety Commission-

This commission continues  work diligently at revising the WPC Child Protection Policies. Our goal for completion is the end of August. The Buildings and Grounds Committee will be  following up the stairway safety issue in June.

Parenting Workshop

We are currently looking at local speakers for a one day Parenting  workshop August 15, 2009. Linda and Wendy attended a  local luncheon workshop on parenting styles early this week. Pam MacDonald, the speaker is from Family Outreach Clear Lake/ Bay Area. This community group offers parenting and  volunteer training classes. We would like to consider inviting Pam to participate in facilitating  parenting classes for our families.

Meeting was closed with prayer by Cathy Black

 Next Meeting is June 17, 2009. Agenda to include Parenting Workshop ;  Summer Family Fellowship Nights ;Rally Day and Longterm planning for Playground renovations. 

Respectfully Submitted by Cathy Black, Children's Ministry Elder

